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SPORTS 

Darvish has tough 
World Series start, 
but will still get 
paid œ 


SPORTS 

No. 4 TCU has 
good reason to 
worry about Iowa 
State œ 


Fired radio announcer, 
station issue apology 


BY RYAN OSBORNE 
AND BRIAN GOSSET 


rosborne@star-telegram.com 
bgosset @star-telegram.com 


A Cleburne radio announcer 
who made racist on-air com- 
ments about Arlington Seguin 
football players during a game 
last week was fired from his 
online station on Friday and 
both he and the station apol- 
ogized for the comments. 

Mark Banton of JacketRadio- 
.com, which broadcasts Cle- 
burne High School athletics 
games, called Seguin players 
“Cougroes” and made fun of a 
Seguin cheerleader’s weight 
during a broadcast of a football 


game between the two schools. 

Banton, in an email to 
WFAA-TV, apologized to the 
Arlington school district, saying 
the comments were “not my 
heart, my nature or my person- 
ality.” 

He did not return requests for 
comment from the Star-Tele- 
gram, which first reported the 
story on Thursday. 

JacketRadio.com broadcast 
Cleburne’s game Friday night 
against Burleson, and announ- 
cers Monty Dobbins and Roger 
Gregory also apologized on air 
for Banton’s comments. 

“Tt’s not at all what we’re 
about and it will never be as 
long as we’re doing this,” Dob- 


66 


IT WAS INAPPROPRIATE AND UNCALLED-FOR 
AND WE DIDN'T WANT TO BE ASSOCIATED 


WITH IT. 


Robert Stewart, president of Grandview Bank, which pulled its 


sponsorship of JacketRadio.com 


bins told the Star-Telegram. 
“Mark is a good guy. He just 
said one thing, and we can’t 
condone that. That’s not Jacket 
Radio.” 

Earlier Friday, Grandview 
Bank dropped its sponsorship of 
JacketRadio.com. 


“We did it first thing this 
morning,” bank president Rob- 
ert Stewart said. “We talked 
about it and the vote was un- 
animous. It was inappropriate 
and uncalled-for and we didn’t 
want to be associated with it.” 

At Cleburne’s Homecoming 


game Friday against Burleson, 
several parents and fans de- 
clined to comment on the sit- 
uation, saying they didn’t want 
to associate themselves with 
what happened. 

Fans at Seguin’s game at 
Crowley High School also were 
mostly focused on football. 
Several parents had heard about 
Banton’s comments — one said 
she received a robocall from the 
school district about the in- 
cident — while others were 
unaware. 

Van Lacey, the father of se- 
nior running back Evan Lacey, 
said he didn’t hear about the 
comments until Friday evening, 
just before the game. His son 
had not mentioned anything 
about it. 

“Things haven’t changed that 
much — it’s just more hidden,” 
Van Lacey said of Banton’s 
racially-charged comments. 
“[Banton] was just someone 
who wasn’t very smart and felt 
the need to racially degrade 


SEE APOLOGY, 7A 


Spain to 
take direct 
control over 
Catalonia 


BY RAPHAEL MINDER 
AND PATRICK KINGSLEY 


New York Times 


BARCELONA, SPAIN 

For the first time in Spain’s 
democratic history, the gov- 
ernment will take direct con- 
trol over one of the country’s 
autonomous regions, after 
lawmakers in Catalonia end- 
ed weeks of agonized fence- 
sitting Friday and voted to 
secede. 

The dueling declarations - 
by the national Parliament in 
Madrid and the Catalan re- 
gional Parliament in Barcelo- 
na - escalated a years-old 
independence drive in the 
prosperous northeast region 
to its fiercest level yet. 

Fueled by a distinct lan- 
guage and culture and eco- 
nomic grievances, aspirations 
for a separate state have per- 
colated for generations before 
boiling over this month to 
confront Spain with perhaps 
its worst constitutional crisis 
since it embraced democracy 
in 1978. 

The events Friday, coming 


SEE CATALONIA, 7A 


SPORTS 


COLLEYVILLE 
RALLIES FOR WIN 


Down seven points early, 
Colleyville Heritage 
grabbed the lead and kept 
on rolling to a 51-28 win 


JOYCE MARSHALL jlmarshall@star-telegram.com 


Elephants enjoyed treats at the kickoff for Fort Worth Zoo’s 26th annual Halloween celebration Boo at the Zoo. 


It’s party time for animals 
at annual Boo at the Zoo 


JOYCE MARSHALL jlmarshall@star-telegram.com 


STAFF REPORT 


FORT WORTH 

Residents at the Fort 
Worth Zoo began celebrat- 
ing Halloween early with 
the annual Boo at the Zoo 
party. 

Boo at the Zoo, which 
runs Friday through Sun- 
day, allows attendees visit 
the zoo while wearing cos- 
tumes, go trick or treating 


The animals get to have 
some fun of their own as 
well — and they appear to 
be especially fond of pump- 
kins. 

But aren’t we all? 


IF YOU GO 

The Fort Worth Zoo, 1989 
Colonial Parkway, is open 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily. Boo 
at the Zoo runs Friday 
through Sunday. 

Parking is $5 and tickets 
are $14 for adults and $10 
for children 3 to 10 and 
adults 65 and older. Boo at 
the Zoo treat coupons must 
be purchased separately. 


over Grapevine. 1B Even the Fort Worth Zoo's meerkats got in on the Boo at the Zoo and more. 
treats. 
CUSTOMER SERVICE 
s : ‘ Business 10A Life & Arts 1C Opinion 15A 
To subscribe or report delivery issues, Comics 5C Lotteries 2A Puzzles AC | IAA 
800-776-7827 (STAR) or star-telegram.com/customer-service Drive 1D Obituaries BA : TV 6C : 7 "88727" 00002"" 1 
8 


